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Spring 2012



Dear Parents,

Happy New Year to everybody!

This is the start of another busy term in Year 1.

Hopefully your child has settled into the new routi nes
and is enjoying school. Unfortunately, at Half term Mrs
Knights will be leaving us. Mrs McGinn will continu e to
support both Year 1 classes in the afternoons and 1 G
in the mornings. We are awaiting news as to who wil I
be joining 1H after Half term.

As you know, the classrooms are set up to provide
areas for the children to explore and learn through
play. They will have times when they choose an area
to investigate and others when they are working
specifically with a teacher to focus on particular
aspects of the curriculum. There will also be times
when we work together as a class. During this term
and next we will be encouraging the children to tak e
part in more focused activities, especially in Math s
and English. You may have noticed we now have

extra tables and chairs in our classes to

accommodate those sessions where everyone is
seated and learning together.

English & Maths — In English we will be looking at
Traditional Stories, News writing and Stories about  the
dark. We will be developing the skills of independ ent
writing, encouraging the children to write sentence S
and add new parts to stories. Reading and phonics
remains important in school and at home.

In Maths this Half term we will be focusing on addi tion
and subtraction and also partitioning numbers into

tens and units. After half term we will be looking at
money; recognising coins and their value.

Science: _Forces: exploring which actions help make
objects move. We will be finding out about pushes

and pulls and experimenting with different ramp

surfaces to find out how to control or speed up an
objects movement.

Light & Dark: we will be looking at light sources,
reflective materials and how shadows are made.

L.C.T.. we will be learning to combine pictures and

words, and developing word processing skills. The
children will also be experimenting with drawing an d
designing tools.

Music : we will be using our voices and instruments to
explore pulse, rhythm and pitch.

P.E: this half term we will be continuing with Multi skills.
After Half term we will move on to movement and

Dance. P.E. will be on Please
bring a t-shirt, shorts and a pair of pumps to keep in
school until the end of half term. Please put names on
all clothing and on their P.E bags.

R.E.:Christianity: all about the stories that Jesus tol  d.
After Half term we will be finding out about Easter

PSHE Going for goals: all about what we would like to
achieve and how to try your very best.

Guided reading & Phonics:  the children will continue
to have a daily Guided reading and Phonics session

with the teacher or teaching assistant. The groups are
put together according to reading ability and are
assessed each term.

Homework:
We hope you will be able to help your
child by reading with them each day and
helping with any word cards they bring
home throughout the week. Reading books
will be changed on a Thursday.  Your child will have a
Home School Diary. This is used to record messages
between home and school and to let you know what
we have been learning.
Snack:
We will provide free fruit at snack time. If you wi  sh
your child to have milk this will cost




We would very much welcome any parents/carers

who would like to come and help in the classroom. Yours faithfully,

We need people to help hear readers, assist in Math S

and English or share any special skills that you th  ink Mrs Goodwin Miss Hart
may be useful to the school. Any time and any year

group —

WE NEED YOU!

Spare Clothing
We would be grateful for any donations of children’ s

trousers, skirts and underwear which you no longer
require for use when children have ‘accidents’.

Mrs McGinn Mrs Knights.

Junk

We have a Workshop area where the children are
encouraged to create and make models. Any old

clean household cartons, boxes or pots would be
much appreciated.

If you have any questions you need answering about
any of the information in this newsletter, please f eel
free to visit after school



